50                                 France is Divided
by the famous inscription on the Verdun monument, On les aura,
the silent cellars along the Chemin des Dames, were all trans-
formed by organised commercial exploitation, scarcely respectful
to the peace of these heroes, who continued after their death to
serve their country or rather those who had seized hold of this
word for material or selfish reasons, into regular annuities
destined to reduce the Budget deficit.
The tourist traffic was so flourishing that the Russian and
other emigrants found the hotels full and prosperous. After the
1929 depression these same hotels were the first to feel the effect
-of the decrease in this " invisible emigration"', since the flood of
Americans had dried up.
When the first refugees from Germany and Central Europe
arrived in 1933 they nearly all first made their way to Paris. A
crowd of 50,000 could not replace the hundreds of thousands of
.tourists, but there can be no doubt that they did help to fill the
hotels and bring back an atmosphere of activity and prosperity.
;T&e hotels round the Champs "Elysees and along the main boule-
vards, nearly all empty and facing bankruptcy, seized this oppor-
tunity of making money again. Cafes, restaurants and the
boltes de nuit felt that the world's centre of pleasure had again
gravitated from Berlin to Paris, which for the moment witnessed
a revival of the 1926 boom. The Champs Elysees area was a
particular favourite with the exiles from the film and stage world,
who flocked from the morning onwards to the "Fouquet " and
the " Colisee ". Many of them were unable to adapt themselves
to the " talkies ", at that moment still in the experimental stage
and far from firmly established; bad debts and outright swindles,
reaching a peak with the Pathe-Natan scandal and bankruptcy,
had given the sound-film in Paris a bad reputation.
Similar to other emanations of French culture, the film had
tip to.that time produced some brilliant examples of its potential
talent; whilst the' bulk of production, not at any time large,
rivalled Hollywood in frivolous trivialities of the "Made in
France"** stamp, intended mainly for export, and thus gave wide-
spread credence to the picture of a decadent France given over
entirely to the vulgar pleasures of love and the stomach.
A$ ^airly as 193O Berlin bad begun making great efforts, to
a ceiia-m extent successfully, to outstrip Hollywood in world
production; 'Later events proved'beyond dispute that' those
actors who later became enugrgs had been responsible for the
extensive progress made by tne German film,
actors.: however, soon gave up the attempt to cre&tfc